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By Samuel Akwasi Yenkyira, Former Deputy Commissioner Operations, 
Customs Division of the Ghana Revenue Authority
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Table 1 MARITIME TRADE REVIEW, JULY -SEPTEMBER,2014

 
IMPORT

 
EXPORT

 
TOTAL

 
% SHARE OF 
PORT

TAKORADI

 

171,921

 

639,468

 

811,389 19

TEMA

 

3,074,610

 

410,659

 

3,485,269 81

TOTAL

 

3,246,531

 

1,050,127

 

4,296,658

%SHARE

 

76

 

24

  

TRANSIT/TRANSHIP 265,544 1,963 267,507 6

TRANSIT 178,727 364 179,091 4
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Table 2 MARITIME TRADE COMPARISON IN TONS, JULY -SEPT, 2013 &2014  

                         TEMA               TAKORADI                        TOTAL  

 2013 2014 %DIFF 2013 2014  %DIFF  2013  2014  %DIFF  

IMPORT 4,098,896 3,074,610 -25 404,683 171,921  -58  4,503,579  3,246,531  -28  

EXPORT 340,938 410,659 20 883,700 639,468  -28  1,224,684  1,050,127  -14  

TOTAL 4,439,844 3,485,269 -22 1,288,383 811,389  -37  5,728,227  4,296,658  -25  

TRANSIT 251,724 260,954 4 2,173 6,553  202  253,897  267,507  5  

 
The port of Takoradi also saw a 37% 
decrease from the 1.2 million tons 
recorded for the 2013 period to 
811,389 tons during the review 
period, 2014. This decrease was the 
result of a 28% decrease in the total 

Table 3 MARITIME
 

TRADE REVIEW BY TYPE IN TONS, JULY -SEPT, 2014
 

 
TEMA

 
TAKORADI

 
TOTAL

 

 
2,013

 
2,014

 
%DIFF

 
2013

 
2014

 
%DIFF

 
2013

 
2014

 
%DIFF

 

IMPORT          

LINER 1,672,038 1,210,296 -28 136,202  35,595  -74  1,808,240  1,245,891  -31  

DRY BULK 846,657 796,531 -6 176,152  127,894  -27  1,022,809  924,425  -10  

BREAK BULK 906,819 609,267 -33 7,183  6,374  -11  914,002  615,641  -33  

LIQ. BULK 673,382 460,574 -32 84,517  2,058  -98  757,899  462,632  -39  
TOTAL 4,098,896 3,076,668 -25 404,054  171,921  -57  4,502,950  3,248,589  -28  
EXPORT          
LINER 254,492 245,446 -4 49,364  94,254  91  303,856  339,700  12  
DRY BULK 10,824 31,219 188 824,946  529,393  -36  835,770  560,612  -33  
BREAK BULK

 
73,139

 
122,287

 
67

 
9,390

 
14,852

 
58

 
82,529

 
137,139

 
66

 
LIQ. BULK

 
2,493

 
11,707

 
370

 
0

 
969

 
#DIV/0!

 
2,493

 
12,676

 
408

 
TOTAL

 
340,948

 
410,659

 
20

 
883,700

 
639,468

 
-28

 
1,224,648

 
1,050,127

 
-14

 

 into the liner, break bulk, dry bulk, 
and liquid bulk trades. On the import 
side, total liner trade amounted to 
over 1.24 million tons for the review 
period. This was 31% less than what 
was recorded for the same period in 
2013. The dry bulk trade for the 

The export trade during the review 
period recorded an increase of 12% in 
the liner tonnage during the review 
period. The dry bulk export trade 
however recorded a decrease of 30% 
during the review period. The liquid 
bulk export trade showed significant 
increase (400%) during the review 
period, moving from over 2,493 tons 
in the 2013 period to 12,676 tons in 
2013. Fig. 3 below gives details of the 

export trade types.
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export tonnage handled at the 
port of Takoradi during the 
review period. Import tonnage 
through the port of Takoradi for 
the review period also recorded a 
58% decrease over the 2013 
tonnage. There was 6,553 tons of 

pictorial view of the import trade 
types.  Break Bulk imports amounted 
to 615,641 tons less than the 914,002 
tons recorded in 2013.

transit cargo recorded for the port of 
Takoradi during the review period. 

TYPES OF TRADE
From Table 3 above it can be seen 
that the maritime trade was grouped 

review period was 10% less than the 
tonnage recorded for the same 
period of 2013 while the liquid bulk 
trade saw a 10% decrease from the 
2013 period tonnage during the 
review period. Fig. 2 below gives a 



MARITIME TRADE REVIEW 

DIRECTION OF THE MARITIME 
TRADE OF GHANA
Ghana trades with various countries 
of the world. These countries are 
grouped into seven trading ranges as 
the United Kingdom (UK), the North 
Continent (NC), the Mediterranean 
Europe (ME), the North America 
(NA), the Far East (FE), the Africa (AF) 
and the Others (OH) ranges.

                      Table 4       DIRECTION OF MARITIME IMPORT TRADE, JULY-SEPT, 2014 IN TONS  

 UK NC ME NA FE  AF  OT  TOTAL  

LINER 43,129 181,818 79,912 102,098 599,283  124,296  115,355  1,245,891  

DRY BULK 80 86,903 314,465 57,300 422,601  33,425  9,650  924,425  

BREAK BULK 1,238 24,049 12,639 997 384,042  6,965  185,712  615,641  

LIQUID 
BULK 

0 131,086 8,500 61,385 31,759  156,610  71,234  460,574  

TOTAL 44,447 423,856 415,516 221,779 1,437,686  321,296  381,951  3,246,531  

%SHARE 1 13 13 7 44  10  12  100  

 

The Import Trade
For the review period, majority of 
import into Ghana came from the Far 
East range amounting to 1.4 million 
tons. This was 44% of total import for 
the 3rd quarter of 2014. The 
Mediterranean range and North 
Continent contributed the next 

highest tonnage of averagely 423,215 
tons or 13% of total import.  The 
African range recorded 10% of the 
total imports into Ghana .The Others 
range, made up of countries of South 
A m e r i c a ,  A u s t r a l i a ,  J a m a i c a ,  
Lebanon, New Zealand, etc, also 
came next with 12% of the total 

import.  The North America and the 
United Kingdom ranges followed in 
t h a t  o r d e r  w i t h  7 %  a n d  1 %  
respectively.

 This is depicted in Table 4 above and 
Fig. 4 below

The Import Items
Major import items in the liner trade 
for the review period included 
pharmaceut ica ls  and medical  
supplies (5,409 tons), lubricating oil 
(20,481 tons) and processed food and 
beverages (135,837 tons). In the dry 
bulk trade, major import items 
include fertilizer 489,093 tons), 
cement (273,010 tons) and clinker 
(493,281tons). The major liquid bulk 
import items were petroleum 
product (324,111 tons) and crude oil 
(58,355 tons). Major Break Bulk 
imports included, bagged Rice 
(131,334), Iron/steel/plates/pipes 
(247,818 tons), Bagged Sugar 
(167,641 tons).
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The Export Trade
Table 5 and Fig. 5 below give an 
indication of the direction of the 
maritime export trade for the review 
period. About 55% of the export trade 

amounting to 581,792 tons was 
shipped to the Far East range.  The 
North Continent range received 100% 
(99,893tons) and Mediterranean 
Europe and Africa range with 5% and 
4% respectively. The Others and the 
North America ranges followed with 
21%, and 2% respectively. The United 
Kingdom range had the least of 1% for 
the period.

The Export Items
The major liner export items for the 
review period include cashew nuts 
which contributed 16,356 tons of the 
total liner export trade and cocoa 

Table 5  DIRECTION OF MARITIME EXPORT TRADE IN TONS, JULY -SEPT,2014 

 UK NC ME NA FE AF OT TOTAL  

LINER 19,185 68,573 51,345 30,165 111,776 32,630 26,026 339,700 

DRY BULK 0 31,219 226 0 346,796 0 182,371 560,612 

BREAK BULK 49 101 97 132 123,220 553 12,987 137,139 

LIQ. BULK 0 0 969 0 0 11,707 0 12,676 

TOTAL  19,234 99,893 52,637 30,297 581,792 44,890 221,384 1,050,127 

%SHARE 2 10 5 3 55 4 21 100 

 
THE CONTAINER TRADE
Total import laden container during 
the review period amounted to 
67,252 which was equivalent 97,107 
TEUs. Table 6 and Fig 7 below give 
details of the trade.

 

Table 6            Performance of the Import Laden
 
Container Trade July to Sept 2014

 

 
20 Dry

 
40 Dry

 
20 Reefer

 
40 Reefer

 
Total

 

 
No.
 

TEU
 

No.
 

TEU
 

No.
 

TEU
 

No.
 

TEU
 
No.

 
TEU

 

United Kingdom 789 789 1,277 2,554  1  1  174  348  2,241  3,692  

North Continent 3,666 3,666 2,652 5,304  28  28  1,233  2,466  7,579  11,464  

Mediterranean Europe 2,703 2,703 1,693 3,386  16  16  229  458  4,641  6,563  
North America 1,103 1,103 2,598 5,196  1  1  270  540  3,972  6,840  
Far East 22,509 22,509 13,066 26,132  14  14  648  1,296  36,237  49,951  
Africa

 
3,402

 
3,402

 
1,962

 
3,924

 
7

 
7

 
529

 
1,058

 
5,900

 
8,391

 
Others

 
3,143

 
3,143

 
2,338

 
4,676

 
15

 
15

 
1,186

 
2,372

 
6,682

 
10,206

 
Total

 
37,315

 
37,315

 
25,586

 
51,172

 
82

 
82

 
4,269

 
8,538

 
67,252

 
97,107
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beans (71,271 tons). Cocoa products 
amounted to 54,151 tons, metal 
scraps 19,495 tons, timber logs 
137,139 tons and sawn timber 32,034 
tons.

 In the dry bulk export trade, major 
export items were manganese 
(319,211 tons), bauxite (209,956 tons) 

and sheanuts about (17,994 tons). 
The liquid bulk items were mostly 
other liquid bulks 10,049 tons.



 MARITIME TRADE REVIEW 

The total export laden container during the review period was 20,080 which is equivalent to 25,363 TEUs. Table 7 and 
Fig. 8 below give details.   

 

Table 7            Performance of the Export Laden Container Trade July to Sept 2014

 

 
20 Dry

 
40 Dry

 
20 Reefer

 
40 Reefer

 
Total

 

 
No.

 
TEU
 

No.
 

TEU
 

No.
 

TEU
 
No.

 
TEU

 
No.

 
TEU

 

United Kingdom
 

495
 

495
 

50
 

100
 

1
 

1
 

68
 

136
 

614
 

732
 

North Continent 1,589 1,589 979 1,958  8  8  115  230  2,691  3,785  

Mediterranean Europe 1,008 1,008 511 1,022  4  4  66  132  1,589  2,166  

North America 185 185 452 904  1  1  12  24  650     1,114  
Far East 8,909 8,909 1,661 3,322  0  0  53  106  10,623  12,337  
Africa

 
1,264
 

1,264
 

585
 

1,170
 

15
 

15
 

84
 

168
 

1,948
 

2,617
 

Others
 

1,315
 

1,315
 

620
 

1,240
 

3
 

3
 

27
 
54

 
1,965

 
2,612

 Total

 
14,765

 
14,765

 
4,858

 
9,716

 
32

 
32

 
425

 
850

 
20,080

 
25,363

 

                             Table 8    MARITIME TRANSIT TRADE OF GHANA IN TONS, JULY-SEPT, 2014  

 TEMA TAKORADI TOTAL    

 IMPORT EXPORT TOTAL IMPORT EXPORT  TOTAL  IMPORT  EXPORT  TOTAL  

BRKINA FASO 140,390 266 140,656 6,440 0  6,440  146,830  266  147,096  

MALI 12,336 98 12,434 0 0  0  12,336  98  12,434  

NIGER 18,561 0 18,561 0 0  0  18561  0  18,561  

TOTAL 171,287 364 171,651 6,440 0  6,440  177,727  364  178,091  

 

THE TRANSIT TRADE
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Table 8 above gives an idea of the 
transit trade during the review 
period. A total of 178,091 tons was 
recorded for the transit trade (export 
and import). In table 6 above, the 
transit export tonnage recorded for 
the period amounted 364 tons of the 
total transit trade while transit 
import amounted to 177,727 tons.

Major countries whose transit trade 
passed through the sea ports of 
Ghana include Burkina Faso which 
recorded the highest share of the 
total transit trade amounting to 
147,096 tons. This was followed by 
Niger with 81,561 tons. The others 
was Mali with 12,434 tons, 

TRANSIT/TRANSHIPMENTS
Table 9 below gives an idea of the 
Transit/transshipments trade during 
the review period. A total of 4267,507 
t o n s  w a s  r e c o r d e d  f o r  t h e  
Transit/Transshipments through the 
seaports of Ghana. (Export and 
Import).  The details are captured 
below in table 9.

PERFORMANCE OF THE SHIPPING 
AGENTS
A total of 101 shipping agents 
participated in seaborne trade for the 
third quarter of 2014.

Liner trade saw involvement of 49 
shipping Agents in import and export 
activities at the sea ports of Ghana. 
Maersk Line topped performance, 
recording 447,481 tons of liner cargo 
amounting to 10.42% of total trade 
from July-September 2014. MSCA Gh. 
Ltd.with 195,784 tons (4.56%), 
followed by MOL Gh. Ltd with 121,032 
tons (2.82%), PIL Gh. Ltd with 116,861 
tons (2.72%). Intermodal Shipping 
Agency came fifth with 100,828 tons 
(2.35%). The rest fell between 0.00% - 
2.30%.

Break bulk trade saw 29 shipping 
agents participating. The high 
performers included Supermaritime 
being the highest performer with 
122,756 tons (2.86%). Following were 
Sevenlog Gh. Ltd. with 101,358 tons 
(2.36%), GMT Shipping Gh. Ltd. with 
73,117 (1.70%), Global Cargo and 
Commodities totalling 62,276 tons 

(1.45%) and Maersk Gh. Ltd. with a 
total of 60,934 (1.42%). The rest fell 
between 0.00% - 0.60%.

12 shipping agents participated in 
import and/or export trade in dry 
bulk for July-September 2014. The 
highest performers among the 12 
were Supermaritime; totalling 
538,978 tons (12.55%), Hull Blyth Gh. 
Ltd. with 508,182tons (11.84%), Macro 
Shipping Gh. Ltd. saw 169,146 tons 
(3.94%). Scanship Gh. Ltd. (11816 
tons) and Global Cargo Commodities 
(111,010) took fourth and fifth 
positions respectively. The rest were 
between 0.00% and 0.73%.

 11 shipping agents participated in 
liquid bulk trade for the period. The 
highest operators were Bulkship & 
Trade Limited with 235,515 tons 
(5.49%), Inchcape Shipping Services 
with 75,667 tons (1.76%), Daddo 
Maritime Services Gh.Ltd. with 
57,359tons (1.34%), Sea & Shore with 
47,532 (1.11%) and Oil and Marine 
Agencies with 38,727tons (0.90%). 
The rest fell between 0.00% to 0.28%.

Table 9
 

Transit/Transhipment Maritime Trade Through Ghana's Seaports, July -September,2014

 
Tema

 
Takoradi

 
Tema/Takoradi

 
Import

 
Export

 
Total

 
Import

 
Export total Import Export Total

BENIN

 

6,303

 

0

 

6,303

 

0

 

0 0 6,303 0 6,303

BURKINA FASO

 

140,390

 

266

 

140,656

 

6,440

 

0 6440 146,830 266 147,096

CAMEROON

 

239

 

1,141

 

1,380

 

0

 

0 0 239 1141 1,380

OTHERS

 

32,230

 

0

 

32,230

 

0

 

0 0 32,230 0 32,230

COTE D'IVOIRE

 

14,603

 

333

 

14,936

 

109

 

0 109 14,712 333 15,045

GUINEA

 

885

 

40

 

925

 

0

 

0 0 885 40 925

MALI 12,336 98 12,434 0 0 0 12,336 98 12,434

NIGER 18,561 0 18,561 0 0 0 18,561 0 18,561

NIGERIA 63 22 85 0 0 0 63 22 85

SENEGAL 5,050 0 5,050 0 0 0 5,050 0 5,050

TOGO 28,331 63 28,394 4 0 4 28,335 63 28,398

GRAND TOTAL 258,991 1963 260,954 6553 0 6553 265,544 1,963 267,507
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Table 10

  
GHANA SHIPPERS' AUTHORITY

 

 
PERFORMANCE OF SHIPPING AGENTS IN GHANA'S SEABORNE TRADE -

 
JULY -

 
SEPT.   2014

 

                                                     
IMPORT  AND EXPORT    -

 
TEMA & TAKORADI

 

      

 
IMPORT 

 

EXPORT 
 

TOTAL
 

% SHARE / 
TRADE TYPE 

 

%SHARE
 

LINER
      

A&J SHIPPING SERVICES
 

13,818
 

0
 

13,818
 

0.80
 

0.32
 

ADVANCED MARITIME
 

7,004
 

0
 

7,004
 

0.41
 

0.16
 

AFRICAN STEAM SHIP  14 0 14 0.00 0.00 

AMT GH. LTD  0 111 111 0.01 0.00 

ANDIPEX CO LTD  2,604 0 2,604 0.15 0.06 

ANTRAK GH. LTD  25,038 5,353 30,391 1.76 0.71 

AQUAMARINE SHIPP. GH. LTD  2,478 0 2,478 0.14 0.06 

BEACON SHIPPING HANJIN GH.  30,300 0 30,300 1.76 0.71 

BOLLORE AFRICA LOGISTICS  0 5,191 5,191 0.30 0.12 

BLUE FUNNEL GH  23,461 0 23,461 1.36 0.55 

DAMCO LOGISTICS  35,156 0 35,156 2.04 0.82 

DELMAS SHIPP. GH. CMA CGM.  46,648 52,177 98,825 5.73 2.30 

DOLPHIN SHIPPING SERVICES  8,384 0 8,384 8,384 8,384 

DW CABLE NET SHIPPING GH. LTD  60 0 60 0.00 0.00 

FAIRPOINT BUSINESS  4,235 0 4,235 0.25 0.10 

GETMA GHANA LTD
 

9,710
 

0
 

9,710
 

0.56
 

0.23
 

GLOBAL CARGO & COMMODITIES
 

32,525
 

0
 

32,525
 

1.89
 

0.76
 

GMT SHIPPING LIMITED
 

5,382
 

0
 

5,382
 

0.31
 

0.13
 

GRIMALDI GH. LTD
 

45,274
 

10,542
 

55,816
 

3.23
 

1.30
 

HELP MARINE
 

2,824
 

0
 

2,824
 

0.16
 

0.07
 

HULL BLYTH GHANA
 

5,356
 

52,670
 

58,026
 

3.36
 

1.35
 

ICM LOGISTICS SERVICES LTD
 

185
 

0
 

185
 

0.01
 

0.00
 

INCHECAPE SHIPP. SERVICES GH. LTD
 

6,119
 

0
 

6,119
 

0.35
 

0.14
 

INTERMODAL SHIPPING AGENCY GH. LTD
 

51,063
 

49,765
 

100,828
 

5.84
 

2.35
 

KHUDA SERVICE
 

1,701
 

0
 

1,701
 

0.10
 

0.04
 

KOYANKS COMPANY LIMITED
 

5,714
 

0
 

5,714
 

0.33
 

0.13
 

MACRO SHIPPING GH. LTD
 

5,647
 

1,386
 

7,033
 

0.41
 

0.16
 

MAERSK GH. LTD
 

328,121
 

119,360
 

447,481
 

25.93
 

10.42
 

Shipping Review    Volume 16 Number 4    October - December, 2014    25



MARITIME TRADE REVIEW 

     
      

MOL GHANA LTD
 

96,246
 

24,786
 

121,032
 

7.01
 

2.82
 

MSCA GH. LTD
 

143,484
 

52,300
 

195,784
 

11.35
 

4.56
 

NAVITRANS GH. LTD
 

21,460
 

2,373
 

23,833
 

1.38
 

0.56
 

OIL AND MARINE AGENCIES
 

33,566
 

11,822
 

45,388
 

2.63
 

1.06
 

PANALPINA GH LTD
 

162
 

0
 

162
 

0.01
 

0.00
 

PIL GH. LTD  82,765 34,096 116,861 6.77 2.72 

PORTS MARINE LTD  4,227 32 4,259 0.25 0.10 

SAFMARINE  0 25,142 25,142 1.46 0.59 

SCANSHIP GHANA LTD.  47,976 6,225 54,201 3.14 1.26 

SDV GHANA  51,018 0 51,018 2.96 1.19 

SEATRADE SHIPPING AND LOGISTICS  0 0 0 0.00 0.00 

SEATRANS GHANA LIMITED  1 0 1 0.00 0.00 

SEVENLOG LIMITED  427 385 812 0.05 0.02 

SHARAF SHIPPING AGENCY  4,511 360 4,871 0.28 0.11 

SILVERMARITIME GHANA LTD  1,454 0 1,454 0.08 0.03 

STARDEX MARINE CONSULT  6,790 0 6,790 0.39 0.16 

SUPERMARITIME GH. LTD  35,868 19,687 55,555 3.22 1.29 

TRAMSCO SHIPPING  2,306 0 2,306 0.13 0.05 

TRANSGLOBAL SHIPPING
 

8,588
 

0
 

8,588
 

0.50
 

0.20
 

TTV LIMITED
 

690
 

0
 

690
 

0.04
 

0.02
 

UNITED ARAB SHIPPING AGENCIES
 

11,306
 

0
 

11,306
 

0.66
 

0.26
 

SUB-TOTAL
 

1,251,66
6

 473,763
 

1,725,42
9
 100.00

 
8,424.40

 

      

BREAK BULK
      

ANTRAK GH. LTD
 

3,576
 

0
 

3,576
 

0.59
 

0.08
 

BEACON SHIPPING HANJIN GH.
 

7,227
 

0
 

7,227
 

1.18
 

0.17
 

BLUE FUNNEL GH.
 

878
 

0
 

878
 

0.14
 

0.02
 

DELMAS SHIPP. GH. CMA CGM

 
7,285

 
0

 
7,285

 
1.19

 
0.17

 
FACULTY LOGISTICS LTD

 

20,000

 

0

 

20,000

 

3.28

 

0.47

 
GLOBAL CARGO AND COMMODITIES

 

62,276

 

0

 

62,276

 

10.21

 

1.45

 
GMT SHIPPING GH. LTD

 

73,117

 

0

 

73,117

 

11.99

 

1.70

 
GRIMALDI GH. LTD

 

1,358

 

0

 

1,358

 

0.22

 

0.03

 
HELP MARINE GH. LTD

 

80

 

0

 

80

 

0.01

 

0.00

 
ICM LOGISTICS SERVICES LTD

 

3

 

0

 

3

 

0.00

 

0.00

 
INCHECAPE SHIPPING SERVICES

 

11,357

 

0

 

11,357

 

1.86

 

0.26
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INTERMODAL SHIPPING AGENCY GH. LTD  6,481 0 6,481 1.06 0.15 

MACRO SHIPPING GH. LTD  5 0 5 0.00 0.00 

MAERSK GH. LTD  60,934 0 60,934 9.99 1.42 

MOL GHANA LTD  22,468 0 22,468 3.68 0.52 

MSCA GH. LTD  25,767 0 25,767 4.23 0.60 

NAVITRANS  3,861 0 3,861 0.63 0.09 

OIL AND MARINE AGENCIES  4,899 0 4,899 0.80 0.11 

PIL GHANA LTD  23,080 0 23,080 3.78 0.54 

PORTS MARINE LTD  15 0 15 0.00 0.00 

SCANSHIP GH. LTD  19,277 0 19,277 3.16 0.45 

SDV GHANA
 

LTD
 

8,581
 

0
 

8,581
 

1.41
 

0.20
 

SEATRADE SHIPPING AND LOGISTICS
 

1,496
 

0
 

1,496
 

0.25
 

0.03
 

SEATRANS GHANA LTD
 

9,999
 

0
 

9,999
 

1.64
 

0.23
 

SEVENLOG LIMITED
 

101,358
 

0
 

101,358
 

16.62
 

2.36
 

SHARAF SHIPPING AGENCY
 

80
 

0
 

80
 

0.01
 

0.00
 

SILVERMARITIME GHANA LTD
 

9,646
 

0
 

9,646
 

1.58
 

0.22
 

SUPERMARITIME GH. LTD
 

122,756
 

0
 

122,756
 

20.13
 

2.86
 

UNITED ARAB SHIPPING AGENCIES
 

2,001
 

0
 

2,001
 

0.33
 

0.05
 

SUB-TOTAL
 

609,861
 

0
 

609,861
 

100.00
 

14.20
 

      

DRY BULK

      

DAMCO LOGISTICS

 

31,250

 

0

 

31,250

 

2.10

 

0.73

 

DELMAS SHIPP. GH. CMA CGM

 

76

 

0

 

76

 

0.01

 

0.00

 

GETMA GHANA LTD

 

7,583

 

0

 

7,583

 

0.51

 

0.18

 

GLOBAL CARGO AND COMMODITIES

 

111,010

 

0

 

111,010

 

7.48

 

2.59

 

HULL BLYTH GH. LTD  508,182 0 508,182 34.22 11.84 

INCHCAPE SHIPPING SERVICES  0 5,722 5,722 0.39 0.13 

MACRO SHIPPING GH. LTD  0 169,146 169,146 11.39 3.94 

MOL GHANA LTD  571 0 571 0.04 0.01 

MSCA GH. LTD  468 226 694 0.05 0.02 

SCANSHIP GH. LTD  48,616 63,200 111,816 7.53 2.60 

SUPERMARITIME GH. LTD  216,659 322,319 538,978 36.29 12.55 

WESTERN FREIGHT AND LOGISTICS LTD  8 0 8 0.00 0.00 

SUB-TOTAL
 

924,424
 

560,613
 

1,485,029 100.00
 

34.59
 

      

LIQUID BULK
      

BULKSHIP &TRADE LIMITED
 

233,857
 

1,658
 

235,515
 

49.77
 

5.49
 

DADDO MARITIME SERV. GH. LTD
 

57,359
 

0
 

57,359
 

12.12
 

1.34
 

GETMA GHANA LTD
 

274
 

0
 

274
 

0.06
 

0.01
 

HULLBLYTH GHANA
 

0
 

969
 

969
 

0.20
 

0.02
 

INCHCAPE SHIPPING SERVICES
 

75,667
 

0
 

75,667
 

15.99
 

1.76
 

MAERSK GHANA LTD
 

81
 

0
 

81
 

0.02
 

0.00
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MSCA GH. LTD  100 0 100 0.02 0.00 

MULTIPLAN  5,000 0 5,000 1.06 0.12 

OIL & MARINE AGENCIES  38,727 0 38,727 8.18 0.90 

SEA & SHORE  47,532 0 47,532 10.04 1.11 

SUPERMARITIME GH. LTD  1,977 10,049 12,026 2.54 0.28 

SUB-TOTAL  460,574 12,676 473,250 100.00 11.02 

      

GRAND TOTAL  3,246,524 1,047,052 4,293,576 100.00 8,484.21 

PERFORMANCE OF SHIPPING LINES
A total of 137 shipping l ines 
participate in Ghana's seaborne trade 
from July to September, 2014.

Liner trade saw 62 shipping lines 
participating in seaborne trade at the 
sea ports of Ghana. The biggest 
players in liner trade within the 
period included Mediterranean 
Shipping Company, recording a total 
of 195,781 tons, amounting to 4.56%. 
Mitsui OSK Lines followed with a total 
of 121,065 tons (2.82%). Maersk Line 
saw a total of 120,717 tons (2.81%). 
Pacific Int. Lines saw 116,895 (2.72%) 
in total trade and Glovis came behind 
with 87,970 (2.05%). The rest of the 

shipping lines fell between 0.00% -
1.40%. 

Break Bulk trade saw 39 shipping 
lines taking part in seaborne trade 
within the period. Hippo Gh Ltd saw a 
total of 98,700 tons amounting to 
2.30%. Others totalled 78,768 tons 
(1.83%) Maersk Line totalled 60,934 
(1.42%). Sevenlog saw 60,646 tons 
and Conti GMT Shipping saw 50,424 
tons amounting to 1.41% and 1.17% 
respectively. The rest fell between 
0.00% and 1.12%

16 shipping lines took part in import 
and/or export of dry bulk. HC Trading 
912,878 tons (21.26%). SOL Gh Ltd 

totaled 162,000 (3.77%). United Arab 
Shipping saw 124,471 tons in import, 
representing 2.90% of total dry bulk 
trade. Dangote had 111,010 tons 
(2.59%). Ocencrest came fifth, seeing 
162,000 tons (1.45%). The rest fell 
between 0.00% and 1.13%

Of the 20 shipping lines that 
participated in Liquid Bulk trade, Fuel 
trade topped with 87,339 tons 
(2.03%) in trade. Glencore totaled 
80,280 (1.87%). Vihama saw 69,478 
(1.62%). Cirrus had 54,667 tons and 
Volta River Authority recorded 
47,532tons representing1.27% and 
1.62% of total liquid bulk trade 
respectively. The rest fell between 

                                                       
Table 11     

 
GHANA SHIPPERS' AUTHORITY

 
PERFORMANCE OF SHIPPING LINES/CHARTERERS IN GHANA'S SEABORNE TRADE -

 
JULY -

 
SEPT.   2014

 

                                               IMPORT  AND EXPORT    - TEMA – TAKORADI 

      

 IMPORT  EXPORT  TOTAL %SHARE / 
TRADE TYPE  

%SHARE 

      
LINER       
ADVANCED MARITIME 
TRANSPORT  

7,004 0 7,004 0.51 0.16 

AFRICA EXPRESS LINE  6,459 5,644 12,103 0.88 0.28 
AFRITRAMP  77 183 260 0.02 0.01 

AMT LINES  0 111 111 0.01 0.00 

ARKAS LINE  23,466 8,903 32,369 2.35 0.75 

BOLLORE AFRICA LTD  240 0 240 0.02 0.01 

CHINA OCEAN SHIPPING  48,960 6,284 55,244 4.01 1.29 

CHINA SHIPPING  21,541 2,373 4,088 0.30 0.10 

CMA CGM  7,543 31,068 38,611 2.80 0.90 

CONTI GMT SHIPPING  3,833 0 3,833 0.28 0.09 

CRYSTAL FROZEN SEA FOODS  1,931 0 1,931 0.14 0.04 

DELMAS  39,125 21,108 60,233 4.37 1.40 

EAGLE WEST AFRICA SERVICES  13,649 11,043 24,692 1.79 0.58 

Shipping Review    Volume 16 Number 4    October - December, 2014    28



MARITIME TRADE REVIEW 

EUROFISH TRADING  1,412 0 1,412 0.10 0.03 

EUKOR CAR CARRIERS  4,490 0 4,490 0.33 0.10 

EVERGREEN SHIPPING LINE  51,018 5,191 56,209 4.08 1.31 

GEMINI ENTERPRISE  702 0 702 0.05 0.02 

GLOVIS  3,178 20 3,198 0.23 0.07 

GOLDSTAR LINES  41,948 46,022 87,970 6.38 2.05 

GRIMALDI LINES  45,873 10,788 56,661 4.11 1.32 

HANJIN SHIPPING  30,311 15,113 45,424 3.29 1.06 

HAPAG LLOYD  21,289 11,822 33,111 2.40 0.77 

HB SHIPPING  79 0 79 0.01 0.00 

HC TRADING  0 16,746 16,746 1.21 0.39 

HOEGH AUTOLINES
 

8,111
 

0
 

8,111
 

0.59
 

0.19
 

 
HUAL LINES

 
8

 
0
 

8
 

0.00
 

0.00
 IMT

 
2,500

 
0
 

2,500
 

0.18
 

0.06
 J. MAR (SEA FOODS) LTD.

 
8,434

 
0
 

8,434
 

0.61
 

0.20
 JAPAN TUNA ASSOCIATION

 
18

 
0
 

18
 

0.00
 

0.00
 

K' LINES
 

1,282
 

0
 

1,282
 

0.09
 

0.03
 

KASAPREKO
 

8,588
 

0
 

8,588
 

0.62
 

0.20
 

LATEX FOAM
 

800
 

0
 

800
 

0.06
 

0.02
 

LOUIS DREYFUS CORP.
 

3,500
 

0
 

3,500
 

0.25
 

0.08
 

MAERSK LINE
 

328,121
 

119,360
 

120,717
 

8.75
 

2.81
 

MEDITERANEAN SHIPP. CO.
 

143,481
 

52,300
 

195,781
 

14.20
 

4.56
 

MESSINA LINES
 

75
 

55
 

130
 

0.01
 

0.00
 

MITSUI O.S.K LINES  96,279 24,786 121,065 8.78 2.82 
NAVITRANS  2,617 0 2,617 0.19 0.06 
NIPPON YUSEN KAISHA  12,638 4,810 17,448 1.27 0.41 
NMT LINES  16,010 32 16,042 1.16 0.37 
NOVELLE  2,306 0 2,306 0.17 0.05 

OCEANCREST TRANSPORT  35,156 0 35,156 2.55 0.82 

OLAM GHANA  25,002 0 25,002 1.81 0.58 

OTHER  32,942 4,002 36,944 2.68 0.86 

PACIFIC INT. LINES  82,799 34,096 116,895 8.48 2.72 

RMR  34 0 34 0.00 0.00 

ROYAL BOW  7,523 0 7,523 0.55 0.18 

SAFMARINE  406 25,141 25,547 1.85 0.60 

SALLUAM LINES  2,474 0 2,474 0.18 0.06 

SEVENLOG  121 0 121 0.01 0.00 

SINOHYDRO CORPORATION LTD  1,484 0 1,484 0.11 0.03 

SOL GH. LTD  100 0 100 0.01 0.00 

STARLLIER IND. AND IMPORT LTD  1,454 0 1,454 0.11 0.03 

TEMA FLOUR MILL
 

4,050
 

0
 

4,050
 

0.29
 

0.09
 

TEMA LUBE OIL
 

5,220
 

0
 

5,220
 

0.38
 

0.12
 

UBA SEAFISH TRADE
 

3,398
 

0
 

3,398
 

0.25
 

0.08
 

UNILEVER
 

1,246
 

0
 

1,246
 

0.09
 

0.03
 

UNITED ARAB SHIPPING  AGENCIES 11,279
 

11,632
 

22,911
 

1.66
 

0.53
 

UNIVERSAL AFRICA LINE
 

5,535
 

1,386
 

6,921
 

0.50
 

0.16
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WE 2 SEAFOODS CO. LTD
 

10,419
 

0
 

10,419
 

0.76
 

0.24
 

WEST COAST FROZEN FISH
 

3,035
 

0
 

3,035
 

0.22
 

0.07
 

ZIM LINE
 

9,098
 

3,743
 

12,841
 

0.93
 

0.30
 

SUB-TOTAL
 

1,251,671
 

473,762
 

1,378,843
 

100.00
 

32.11
 

      

      BREAK BULK
      AFRICA EXPRESS LINE

 
7

 
0
 

7
 

0.00
 

0.00
 AMANDI GH.

 
1

 
0
 

1
 

0.00
 

0.00
 

ARKAS LINE
 

878
 

0
 

878
 

0.14
 

0.02
 

BOLLORE LINES
 

488
 

0
 

488
 

0.08
 

0.01
 

CHINA OCEAN SHIPPING
 

41,885
 

0
 

41,885
 

6.87
 

0.98
 

CHINA SHIPPING
 

3,861
 

0
 

3,861
 

0.63
 

0.09
 

CMA CGM
 

3,797
 

0
 

3,797
 

0.62
 

0.09
 

CONTI GMT SHIPPING
 

50,424
 

0
 

50,424
 

8.27
 

1.17
 

DARYA SHIPPING
 

1,496
 

0
 

1,496
 

0.25
 

0.03
 

DELMAS  3,488 0 3,488 0.57 0.08 
EAGLE WEST AFRICA SERVICES  15 0 15 0.00 0.00 
EVERGREEN SHIPPING LINES  8,581 0 8,581 1.41 0.20 
GHANA CHINA FOODS CO. LTD  7,000 0 7,000 1.15 0.16 
GLOVIS  80 0 80 0.01 0.00 

GOLDSTAR LINE  5,475 0 5,475 0.90 0.13 

GRIMALDI LINE  1,444 0 1,444 0.24 0.03 

HANJIN SHIPPING  7,227 0 7,227 1.18 0.17 

HAPPAG LLOYD  2,936 0 2,936 0.48 0.07 

HIPPO GH. LTD  98,700 0 98,700 16.18 2.30 

HOEGH AUTOLINERS  56 0 56 0.01 0.00 

LOUIS DREYFUS CORP.  1,500 0 1,500 0.25 0.03 

MAERSK LINE  60,934 0 60,934 9.99 1.42 

MEDITERANNEAN SHIPPING LINE  25,765 0 25,765 4.22 0.60 

MESSINA LINE  10 0 10 0.00 0.00 

MITSUI O.S.K LINES  22,468 0 22,468 3.68 0.52 

NILEDUTCH  16,500 0 16,500 2.71 0.38 

NIPPON YUSEN KAISHA  1,580 0 1,580 0.26 0.04 

NMT LINES
 

1,978
 

0
 

1,978
 

0.32
 

0.05
 

OLAM GHANA
 

14,098
 

0
 

14,098
 

2.31
 

0.33
 

OTHER
 

78,768
 

0
 

78,768
 

12.92
 

1.83
 

PACIFIC INTERNATIONAL LINES
 

23,080
 

0
 

23,080
 

3.78
 

0.54
 

ROYAL BOW
 

48,177
 

0
 

48,177
 

7.90
 

1.12
 

SEVENLOG
 

60,646
 

0
 

60,646
 

9.94
 

1.41
 

SINOHYDRO CORPORATION LTD
 

507
 

0
 

507
 

0.08
 

0.01
 

STARLLIER IND. AND IMPORT LTD
 

9,646
 

0
 

9,646
 

1.58
 

0.22
 

SUCDEN
 

3,350
 

0
 

3,350
 

0.55
 

0.08
 

UNITED ARAB SHIPPING
 

2,001
 

0
 

2,001
 

0.33
 

0.05
 

UNIVERSAL AFRICA LINES
 

5
 

0
 

5
 

0.00
 

0.00
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ZIM LINE
 

1,006
 

0
 

1,006
 

0.16
 

0.02
 SUB-TOTAL

 
609,860

 
0
 

609,860
 

100.00
 

14.20
 

      

      DRY BULK
      CARMEUS TRADING

 
8

 
0
 

8
 

0.00
 

0.00
 CHINA OCEAN SHIPPING

 
48,616

 
0
 

48,616
 

3.27
 

1.13
 DANGOTE

 
111,010

 
0
 

111,010
 

7.48
 

2.59
 DELMAS 

 
76

 
0
 

76
 

0.01
 

0.00
 HC TRADING

 
508,182

 
404,696

 
912,878

 
61.47

 
21.26

 I.M.T
 

37,879
 

0
 

37,879
 

2.55
 

0.88
 MAERSK LINE

 
0

 
226

 
226

 
0.02

 
0.01

 LOUIS DREYFUS COMMODITIES
 

7,583
 

0
 

7,583
 

0.51
 

0.18
 MEDITERANNEAN SHIPPING

 
468

 
0
 

468
 

0.03
 

0.01
 MITSUI O.S.K LINES

 
571

 
0
 

571
 

0.04
 

0.01
 OCEANCREST 

 
31,250

 
31,219

 
62,469

 
4.21

 
1.45

 SOL GH. LTD
 

162,000
 

0
 

162,000
 

10.91
 

3.77
 TEMAFLOUR MILL

 
8,400

 
0
 

8,400
 

0.57
 

0.20
 UNITED ARAB SHIPPING

 
0

 
124,471

 
124,471

 
8.38

 
2.90

 UNILEVER
 

1,556
 

0
 

1,556
 

0.10
 

0.04
 YARA GH. LTD

 
6825

 
0
 

6825
 

0.46
 

0.16
 SUB-TOTAL

 
924,425

 
560,612

 
1,485,037

 
100.00

 
31.49

 

      
LIQUID BULK

      
CIRRUS

 
54,667

 
0
 

54,667
 

16.79
 

1.27
 EBONY

 
11,033

 
0
 

11,033
 

3.39
 

0.26
 ECO/SAGE

 
14,705

 
0
 

14,705
 

4.52
 

0.34
 FUELTRADE

 
87,339

 
0
 

87,339
 

26.82
 

2.03
 

GEOGAS TRADING
 

24,319
 

0
 

24,319
 

7.47
 

0.57
 

GLENCORE
 

80,280
 

0
 

80,280
 

24.66
 

1.87
 

HAPAG-LLOYD
 

950
 

0
 

950
 

0.29
 

0.02
 

HC TRADING
 

0
 

969
 

969
 

0.30
 

0.02
 

I.M.T
 

1,977
 

0
 

1,977
 

0.61
 

0.05
 

MAERSK LINE
 

81
 

0
 

81
 

0.02
 

0.00
 

MEDITERRANEAN SHIPPING CO.
 

100
 

0
 

100
 

0.03
 

0.00
 

OIL CHANNEL
 

15,095
 

0
 

15,095
 

4.64
 

0.35
 

OTHER
 

5,000
 

10,049
 

15,049
 

4.62
 

0.35
 

PLATON GAS OIL GH
 

4,496
 

0
 

4,496
 

1.38
 

0.10
 

SAHARA 
 

7,878
 

0
 

7,878
 

2.42
 

0.18
 

TEMA OIL REFINERY
 

5,000
 

1,658
 

6,658
 

2.04
 

0.16
 

VIHAMA

 

69,478

 

0

 

69,478

 

21.34

 

1.62

 VIHAMA/ECO

 

14,645

 

0

 

14,645

 

4.50

 

0.34

 VOLTA RIVER AUTHORITY

 

47,532

 

0

 

47,532

 

14.60

 

1.11

 
WILMAR TRADING PTE LTD

 

16,000

 

0

 

16,000

 

4.91

 

0.37

 
SUB-TOTAL

 

460,574

 

12,676

 

325,596

 

100.00

 

7.58

 

      
GRAND TOTAL

 

3,246,530

 

1,047,050

 

4,293,580

 

100.00

 

100.00
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The Secretary General of the 
International Maritime Organization 
(IMO), Mr. Koji Sekimizu has made a 
passionate appeal to Member States 
of the IMO to ratify all IMO 
Conventions as a first step to 
e n s u r i n g  t h e i r  e f f e c t i v e  
implementation across the globe. He 
made the call at the 2014 World 
Maritime Day Parallel Event held in 
Tangier,  Morocco from 27-29 
October, 2014, under the theme 
" IMO Conventions:  Effect ive 
Implementation”. 

Mr. Sekimizu noted that the goals of 
economic development cannot be 
achieved without shipping or 
maritime development, especially as 
90% of international trade was 
seaborne, and therefore stressed the 
need to ensure that the world had a 
sustainable maritime industry. In 
order to operate efficiently, the 

international shipping industry 
depends on the global regulatory 
framework provided by the IMO. This 
is testimony to the significant 
achievements of the IMO over the 60 
years of its existence. 

It is obvious that the alternative 
would be inferior levels of safety and 
environmental protection and some 
general disorder within the maritime 
industry. 

U n d o u b t e d l y ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  
mechanism of its Member States - 
Flag State Inspections and Port State 
Control, the IMO has achieved 
significant safety and security and 
the protection of the marine 
environment. Member States have a 
responsibility for implementation. 

According to Mr. Sekimizu, "what 
IMO has created is a global system of 

shared responsibility for maritime 
and ocean governance. IMO wants to 
ensure that in the future, we can 
maintain the system. We want to 
ensure that all Member governments 
ratify all IMO Conventions. This is a 
shared responsibility"

The IMO currently has over 53 
conventions broadly prescribing best 
practices for shipping operations, 
d r i v i n g  t e c h n o l o g y  f o r  t h e  
achievement of the IMO mandate 
and providing liability regimes for 
maritime incidents. In order for a 
convention to enter into force, the 
number of nations required to ratify 
and a share of world tonnage which 
they must represent vary depending 
on the instrument.  

IMO Conventions need to be ratified 
b y  g o v e r n m e n t s ,  a n d  t h e n  
implemented and enforced in 

IMO SECRETARY GENERAL CALLS FOR 
RATIFICATION OF CONVENTIONS

Mrs. Dzifa Aku Attivor, Honourable Minister of Transport, Ghana receiving the award from the Mr. Mohamed Najib 
Boulif, Hon. Deputy Minister of Equipment, Transport and Logistics of the Kingdom of Morocco. Looking on is the IMO 

Secretary General, Mr. Koji Sekimizu.
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practice. Once they enter into force, 
they are applied to ships on a global 
basis through a combination of flag 
state inspections and port state 
control. It is therefore now extremely 
difficult for sub-standard ships to 
operate without detection and 
sanctions.

Mr. Sekimizu also announced the 
theme chosen by the IMO Council for 
2015 as "Maritime Education and 
Training" and noted that this was 
very important in the light of the 
apparent shortage of seafarers.

He indicated that statistics on the 
global maritime workforce show that 
Seafarers were made up of 500,000 
Officers and about 1,000,000 
Ratings.  "With the projected 
expansion of world seaborne  at an  
estimated 70%  within the next 15 to 
20 years, the current workforce also 
ought to increase at about 70% over 
the same period and this translates 
into an annual demand for an 
estimated 40,000 Officers annually 
who fully comply with the IMO 
standard of competency specified in 
the STCW Convention. This is a 
significant challenge for everybody."

It is important to educate and build 
up the future leaders in the maritime 
industry so they can understand the 

importance of the oceans and the 
value of the IMO system. 

He highlighted the roles of the two 
IMO educational institutions - the 
International Maritime Law Institute 
(IMLI), Malta and the World Maritime 
University (WMU), Malmo, Sweden. 

A process of diversifying the 
activities of the WMU he noted had 
commenced, with the view to 
ensuring financial sustainability of 
the Institute and also building strong 
ties with merchant marine academies 
and maritime universities in various 
countries to ensure that the future 
maritime leaders of  the industry 
really understand the value and 
importance of the oceans. "I wish to 
invite all other UN Agencies that deal 
with the oceans to come forward and 
support the WMU.

It is an IMO University and for that 
matter a UN University, therefore UN 
Agencies,  l ike the Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO), 
U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  E d u c a t i o n a l ,  
Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO), Intergovernmental  
Oceanographic Commission (IOC), 
Independent Evaluation Office (IEO) 
are invited to train the future leaders 
to fully understand their specific 
areas of operation on the oceans" he 

said.

The World Maritime Day was 
established in 2005 by a UN 
resolution on a recommendation of 
the IMO. The celebration highlights 
the challenges and importance of 
maritime issues in the management 
of the global economy and takes the 
form of lectures and workshops that 
revolve around the theme of World 
Maritime Day.

This year's event was attended by 
Transport Ministers of IMO Member 
countries, Permanent National 
Representatives at IMO, Industry 
Experts, Shipowner Associations and 
Delegations from  Maritime Agencies 
and Merchant Marine Academies and 
Maritime Universities.

On behalf of the Kingdom of 
Morocco, the Deputy Minister of 
Equipment, Transport and Logistics, 
presented an award to Mrs. Dzifa Aku 
Attivor, the Honourable Minister of 
Transport of Ghana. The award was in 
recognition of her significant role in 
the development of the maritime 
industry in Ghana. 

The 2015 World Maritime Day Parallel 
Event would be hosted by Japan.

Mr. Koji Sekimizu, IMO Secretary General

IMO SECRETARY GENERAL CALLS FOR RATIFICATION OF CONVENTIONS
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In today's world trade, the relative 
importance of non-tariff measures 
(NTMs) vis-à-vis tariffs for developing 
countr ies '  exports  has  grown 
significantly.

This is because the ability of 
developing countries to gain reliable 
market access depends on their 
compliance with an increasing 
number of regulatory measures that 
go beyond the realm of traditional 
trade policies. NTMs include a diverse 
array of policies and can have 
different purposes. Some are 
manifestly employed as instruments 
of commercial policy, such as quotas, 
trade-related subsidies,  trade 
defence measures and export 
restrictions, but most stem from non-
trade policy objectives, such as 
technical measures that ensure 
quality, safety, performance and 
environmental protection. 

The increasing importance of NTMs in 
d e t e r m i n i n g  m a r k e t  a c c e s s  
conditions is due to two main factors.

First, modern societies require an 
increasing number of product 
standards and regulations to 
respond to growing societal  
demands for health, safety and 
environmental protection.

Second, traditional forms of trade 
policy have lower significance. In 
most product lines other than 
agricultural products, tariffs are 
generally low as they have been 
liberalized first under the auspices of 
the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Tr a d e  a n d  t h e  Wo r l d  Tr a d e  
O r g a n i z a t i o n  ( W T O ) ,  a n d  
subsequently in the context of 
regional and bilateral preferential 
trade agreements. For developing 
countries, tariffs have also become 
less of an impediment because of 
Generalised System of Preferences 
programmes and other preferential 
schemes. The fact that tariff 
liberalization alone has generally 
proven insufficient in providing 
g e n u i n e  m a r k e t  a c c e s s  f o r  
developing countries' exports 

suggests that addressing NTMs, 
especially those with discriminatory 
and protectionist intentions, is now a 
key element in an effective and fair 
integration of developing countries in 
the world economy.

The importance of NTMs in restricting 
international trade has recently been 
quantified in a number of studies by 
the United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development (UNCTAD) 
and other organizations. The results 
are striking as they show NTMs have a 
large impact on the cost of cross-
border transactions and that many of 
the policies have a much higher 
restrictive effect than traditional 
tariffs.

In some extreme cases, NTMs are far 
more important than tariffs in 
restricting access to markets. For 
example, although existing systems 
of preferences grant low-income 
countries a relatively low tariff for 
their agricultural exports, about 5% 
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on average, once the ad valorem 
equivalent effect of NTMs is taken 
i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h e  t o t a l  
restrictiveness becomes much larger, 
at about 27%.

UNCTAD has long been at the 
forefront of efforts to address non-
tar i f f  barr iers  to  developing 
countries' trade. Indeed, some of the 
issues related to NTMs were 
highlighted in the 1960s as priority 
topics of UNCTAD intergovernmental 
discussions and reports such as the 
1 9 6 8  U N C T A D  d o c u m e n t  
Liberalization of Tariffs and Non-tariff 
Barriers. UNCTAD also has a long 
history of collecting, organizing and 
disseminating data on NTMs. It 
developed the first comprehensive 
NTM classification and started 
collecting and organizing data on 
NTMs in the early 1990s. Recently, a 
much improved classification of 
NTMs embracing forms of NTMs that 
were of lesser importance decades 
ago, such as technical barriers to 

trade and sanitary and phytosanitary 
measures, has been developed. This 
new classification has been adopted 
by UNCTAD for official NTM data 
collection and by the WTO for its 
existing notification mechanisms.

Over the past few years, other 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a n d  r e g i o n a l  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  I T C ,  
joined UNCTAD in 
i t s  e f f o r t  t o  
address the issue 
of NTMs and their 
e f f e c t  o n  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
trade, particularly 
under the aegis of 
t h e  G r o u p  o f  
Eminent Persons 
convened by the 
Secretary-General of UNCTAD in 
2006.

Most recently, UNCTAD, ITC, the 
World  Bank and the Afr ican 
Development Bank launched the 
Transparency-in-Trade initiative 
(TNT),  pledging resources to 
improve trade policy data collection 
procedures and to freely provide this 
d a t a  t h r o u g h  t h e  a g e n c i e s '  
respective data dissemination 
platforms. The TNT initiative spans 
several areas of trade policy, 

including tariffs, NTMs, trade 
defence measures and services 
r e g u l a t i o n s .  U N C TA D  i s  t h e  
coordinating agency for data on 
NTMs. Such unique multi-agency 
initiatives are instrumental in 
ensuring transparency, increasing 
a w a r e n e s s  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  
information to both policymakers 

and entrepreneurs on the changing 
trade policy landscape.

Governments as well as private 
enterprises need to be constantly 
aware of the specific trade barriers 
and regulations that prevail in 
potential export markets. They also 
need to understand which of these 
are most restrictive so that trade 
negotiations and trade facilitation 
mechanisms can be centred on 
addressing those of higher priority. 
Moreover, the TNT initiative is 
valuable in identifying and containing 
a possible protectionist backlash in 
trade policy, especially in periods of 
economic crisis.

Although improving transparency is 
important, policy research and 
analysis are also essential to a better 
understanding of the implications of 
NTMs for developing countries. 
UNCTAD has produced a variety of 
analytical documents on NTMs, such 
as reports for its intergovernmental 
meetings and policy research and 
working papers.

The most recent report, published in 
2012 and entitled Non-tariff measures 
to trade: Economic and policy issues 
for developing countries, provides an 
analysis based on new evidence of 
the impact of NTMs on developing 
countries' trade. It shows how the 
use of various types of NTMs has 
evolved over the past decade and 
h o w  t h e s e  m e a s u r e s  
disproportionally affect trade in 
agricultural products and other 
sectors of substantial export interest 
to developing countries, such as 
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textiles and clothing.

Moreover, the report highlights that 
the effects of NTMs are dependent 
not only on regulatory frameworks 
p e r  s e ,  b u t  a l s o  o n  t h e i r  
implementation procedures and 
administration mechanisms. The 
report goes on to deal with designing 
practical  pol icy responses to 
streamline and harmonize NTMs. In 
this regard, the report highlights how 
the multi lateral  pol icymaking 
process, although complex, is critical 
in minimizing the possible trade 
restrictive and discriminatory effects 
of NTMs.

Although recent research and 
analysis, both at UNCTAD and 
elsewhere, have contributed to a 
better understanding of NTMs and 
their effects, many important policy 
questions remain open. One key 
issue needing more thorough 
analysis is related to the likely 
discriminatory effects of NTMs. More 
specifically, although nominally non-
discriminatory, NTMs can have 
discriminatory effects on developing 
countries, as well as on small- and 
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs).

There are various reasons for this. 
First, developing countries and SMEs 
often have more limited capacity or 
incur higher costs to meet the 
requirements of some types of 
NTMs, especially those of a complex 
technical nature. This is due to less 
advanced production technologies, 
weaker trade-related infrastructure, 
inadequate export-related services, 
or simply a lack of economies of scale 
to cope with the fixed costs required 
to meet many NTMs. Discrimination 
may also result from an informational 
problem. Smaller firms may not have 
the resources to fully understand the 
nature and implications of the NTMs 
that their exports face, or even less 
so how to comply with them. 

Finally, discriminatory treatment can 
also be caused by the more rigorous 
administrative procedures that are 
often applied on imports originating 

from developing countries, especially 
from least developed countries. 
Besides the discriminatory element, 
there are wider development issues 
in which NTMs can have a critical 
impact and require further analysis.

One issue of particular interest from a 
development perspective is the 
effect of NTMs on poverty and 
inequality. NTMs may not only 
preclude SMEs or small farmers from 
accessing international markets, but 
also constrain small players in 
supplying domestic markets. This 
may have major repercussions on 
employment and consequently on 
income distribution.

Food security is another important 
issue inherently related to NTMs. This 
a p p l i e s  n o t  o n l y  t o  e x p o r t  
restrictions, but also to standards 
and technical regulations and their 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  h a r m o n i z a t i o n  
processes. Standards may lead to a 
segmentation of international and 
domestic markets resulting in food 
surplus and food deficit areas.    

Most importantly there is a need to 
d e v e l o p  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  a n d  
coherent international approaches 
to effectively address NTMs in a 
policymaking context. In this regard, 
one important task is to identify the 
ultimate purpose of specific NTMs. 
This affects how the NTMs should be 
addressed both domestically and 
internationally.

Domestically, this would require a 
balanced approach to ensure that 
NTMs can maintain their legitimate 
purposes, but 
at the lowest 
possible costs 
a n d  
restrictiveness. 
Internationally, 
while explicit 
protectionist  
p o l i c y  
i n s t r u m e n t s  
w i t h  
protectionist  
intent, such as 

export subsidies, quotas and local 
content requirements, are generally 
d e a l t  w i t h  w i t h i n  t h e  W T O  
f r a m e w o r k ,  p o l i c i e s  s e r v i n g  
legitimate objectives, such as 
p r o t e c t i o n  o f  h e a l t h  o r  t h e  
environment, need to be evaluated 
through a careful cost-benefit 
analysis. Regional and bilateral trade 
agreements could be a good testing 
p l a t f o r m  t o  c o n d u c t  s u c h  
assessments.

Another approach may be through 
p l u r i l a t e r a l  a g r e e m e n t s  o n  
h a r m o n i z a t i o n ,  o r  m u t u a l  
recognition of technical regulations 
and standards.

In summary, UNCTAD sees the 
increased transparency and better 
understanding of the effects of non-
traditional trade policies as an 
essential issue on the trade agenda of 
the 21st century.

UNCTAD will continue working on 
NTMs, as mandated by its thirteenth 
conference in Doha in April 2012, by 
improving data collection and 
dissemination, and by strengthening 
its research and analysis. As the task 
of tackling NTMs is enormous, 
UNCTAD is pursuing a strategy of 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  
international and regional agencies, 
and is confident that this work will 
lead to a better understanding of the 
issue of NTMs for the benefit of all 
member states.

[This article was published in the 
International Trade Magazine, in 
October, 2012]
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